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A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT e

Dear Members of Plastics Recyclers Europe,

This year marked a turning point for our industry, as the new 55%
recycling target for plastics by 2030 was officially approved and the
Plastic Strategy endorsed. These two key actions are sending a clear

message: increasing recycling in Europe is a must.

We have travelled a long journey, from the release of the Green Paper
back in 2013, to come where we are now. We have put a lot of effort

in fighting for higher targets and safeguarding the interests of our
industry. Plastics recycling is a fundamental pillar for a genuine
transition to the circular economy and it has finally gained the attention
of decision makers as a crucial element of the EU environmental and

waste policies.

However, safeguarding higher recycling rates across Europe is just the
first step to strengthen and foster an EU market for recyclates. One of
the next steps is focusing on higher collection which today remains one
of the greatest challenges. Associated to that is the need to revolutionize

the waste management of plastics by creating optimal collection models

that would help in maximizing the quality of waste. Higher collection,
of course, needs to be further paired with other measures like design
for recycling for new products, developing sorting standards as well as

stimulating the uptake of recyclates.

We must stay focused and be prepared for the upcoming challenges, but
also opportunities now, that plastics recycling itself is in the spotlight.
Our efforts need to show clearly how plastic recycling contributes to the
circular economy. We can only make plastics circular if we succeed in

efficient recycling and to do so we need your continuous support.

Ton Emans

Plastics Recyclers Europe President



INITIATIVES

Plastics Recycling Awards Europe were launched by PRE
and Crain Communications in October 2017. Overwhelming

interest was shown with an admirable number of applications

received featuring high-quality products and innovation.
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P,asfi;cs Recycling Awards Europe Winners

The winners of the awards were announced during the Awards Ceremony that took place on the second day of

PRSE 2018 in Amsterdam. The featured winners of the five categories were:

+ Plastics Recycling Ambassador - Willemijn Peeters, Ocean Ambassador and Founder, Searious Business

+ Building & Construction Product - Beaulex®, rainwater buffers, DS Smith Plastics

+ Recycled Plastic Consumer Lifestyle Product — Grundig vacuum cleaner made from WEEE recycled
plastics, Arcelik A.S

+ Recycled Plastic Packaging Product - Systalen PRIMUS HDPE regranulates, Der Griine Punkt — Duales
System Deutschland GmbH

+ Technology Innovation in Plastics Recycling — BarrierPack Recyclable, functional and recyclable PE-based

laminate packaging, Mondi




ADVOCACY o

Throughout the year, PRE closely monitored and actively participated in the activities
and policy agenda on the Circular Economy and the Plastics Strategy. PRE collaborated

with the main EU actors to protect the interests of recyclers and safeguard their position

in the policy discussions.

The marking point of 2018 was the release of the EC Communication on a Strategy for
Plastics, a far-reaching pamphlet of actions to enable the circularity of plastics in Europe.
The Strategy represents an important achievement for the recognition of plastics
recycling industry as the important actor enabling the transition towards the circular
economy. PRE was actively involved in the revision of the Waste Package, the Directive

on Single Use Plastics, and the ongoing discussions on the Waste Shipment Regulation.

Moreover, PRE supported and participated in the opening of the debate on contamination
levels that should be allowed in order to reprocess electric, electronic and automotive

plastic waste in the proposal to recast the POPs Regulation.

Additionally, during the legislative update of the Renewable Energy Directive (REDII),
PRE engaged in discussion on preventing incentives for the incineration of recyclable

plastics which was successfully kept outside of its scope.

During 2018, a coordinated advocacy action pressured the Commission to relaunch the
approval of the new Authorization Decisions for recycling processes of food contact

materials. The release of the Authorizations is scheduled for 2019.

PLEDGE CAMPAIGN

Within the framework of the Plastics Strategy the Commission launched a campaign to create a pull mechanism for
the uptake of recycled plastics. A total of 65 voluntary pledges were submitted, including those from brands such
as Coca-Cola, IKEA, Danone, Electrolux, and Philips. The very first analysis of the submitted commitments shows
that over 10Mt recyclates could be supplied, however on the demand side the amount would reach 5Mt. The full
list of organizations which participated in the campaign can be found here. The EC will publish its final detailed

assessment during the Q1 of 2019. This assessment will include an analysis of the impact the pledges would have

on the demand and supply of the different polymers.



https://ec.europa.eu/growth/content/european-strategy-plastics-voluntary-pledges_en

ACTIVITIES o

PRE and Association of Plastic Recyclers (APR)

published a common definition on recyclability.

The global definition governing the use of the term “recyclable” as it relates to plastics packaging and products

must meet four conditions for a product to be considered recyclable:

1. The product must be made with a plastic that is collected for recycling, has market value and/or is supported

by a legislatively mandated program.

2. The product must be sorted and aggregated into defined streams for recycling processes.

3. The product can be processed and reclaimed/recycled with commercial recycling processes.

4. The recycled plastic becomes a raw material that is used in the production of new products.

PRE and APR are also working on the alignment of the Recyclability Evaluation Protocols.

RECYCLABILITY EVALUATION
PROTOCOLS

PRE developed and published the “Recyclability
Evaluation Protocols for PE Films” in line with the
recyclability protocols of APR. The document brings
harmonization in determining the recyclability
of many PE film technologies such as laminates,
EVOH, EVA or PA. PRE will continue working
throughout 2019 on the development of evaluation
protocols for other polymers starting for HDPE.
Recyclability Protocols on inks and sorting are also

under development.

RECYCLASS & PLATFORM

The Platform was launched in 2018 as an additional
element of the RecyClass free online tool to boost the
knowledge on the recyclability of plastic packaging
products among brand owners, converters and other
stakeholders. The RecyClass Platform provides
support to its members by improving their packaging

design to allow high quality and efficient recycling.

5 Platinum members joined the Platform in 2018:
RPC, Mondi, Procter & Gamble, Constantia Flexibles
and Suez. Number of tests on the recyclability of
different packaging technologies are scheduled for

2019.

RecyClass
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ACTIVITIES o

EUCERTPLAST

In the context of the Plastics Strategy, standards
on recycling processes are becoming highly
relevant. EuCertPlast gained momentum in
2018 as a certification for harmonized recycling
processes operating according to highest quality

standards.

Currently, EuCertPlast gathers circa 133 certified
recycling companies which translates to 15 more
in comparison to the last year. These companies
account for a recycling capacity of 2.3 Mt out of
an estimated 6.6 Mt of installed plastics recycling

capacity in the EU.

An updated version of the EuCertPlast Auditors
Guidance, Report Layout, Quality Management

Systems and Scheme were released together with

a new system for the third-party checks. In 2018,
spot checks were done to increase the efficiency
of the process while maintaining the quality and

trust of the certification procedure.

FuCertPlast

During the Auditor’s Accreditation Course,

which took place in 2018, 9 new auditors were

accredited.

More information:

Mireia.Boada@plasticsrecyclers.eu

MAPPING OF RECYCLERS

The release of the Plastics Strategy and the Pledge Campaign brought plastics and plastics recycling markets in the
spotlight. As a consequence plastics recyclers in Europe need to dispose the knowledge of market size, its growth

and trends of the sector.

In 2018, PRE compiled data on plastics recycling facilities in Europe per polymer type. Mapping of recyclers and
recycling capacities for LDPE (2.34 Mt), PET (2.10Mt) and HDPE and PP (1.36Mt) were carried out. This market
analysis resulted in making the first estimation of the EU installed capacity which is 6.6Mt.

More information: Mireia.Boada@plasticsrecyclers.eu
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ACTIVITIES e

PELLETS
CHARACTERIZATION
GUIDELINES

PRE Working Groups are developing
pellet characterization guidelines in order
to monitor the quality and the parameters
of the materials. The official document
was released by PE-LD Working Group.
Concerning other polymers the work
is ongoing within each of the Working
Groups and will be released in the course of
2019.

More information:

EmiliaTarlowska@plasticsrecyclers.eu

PROJECTS o

TERMINUS

PRE joined the EU project consortium of
TERMINUS, a project addressing the issue of
recycling and reuse of flexible multi-layer and multi
compound packaging materials. The project aims
to develop a range of smart enzyme-containing
polymers with triggered intrinsic self-biodegradation
properties, acting as adhesives or tie layers in the
design and manufacturing of multi-layer plastics for
food and non-food applications. The project started

in January 2019 and will last 49 months.

ECIRCULAR FLAGSHIP

PRE is the supporter of the EIT KIC-Climate
eCircular Flagship programme, aiming to accelerate
the circularity of plastics, through plastic waste
prevention and dematerialisation of plastic demand.
The vision of the programme is reaching a carbon-
neutral system by 2050. Encouraging digital
transformation of the market, the programme will at
the same time promote new manufacturing solutions,
business models and eco-design approaches among

other aspects.

More information: Nina.Knezic@plasticsrecyclers.eu
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COMMUNICATION o

ELLEN MAC ARTHUR COMMITMENT

PRE signed along with 250 organisations, and unveiled
at the Our Ocean Conference in Bali, in October 2018.
The overall aim of the commitment is to increase the
circularity and to “create ‘a new normal for plastic

packaging”.

The signatories have committed to work on the

+ Circulate the plastic produced, by

following targets:

o . ) significantly increasing the amounts of
+ Eliminate problematic or unnecessary plastic

. . lastics reused or recycled and made into
packaging and move from single-use to reuse P Y

packaging models; new packaging or products.

Th targets will b larl iewed and
+ Innovate to ensure 100% of plastic packaging can ese tatgets Wit De regifarly reviewed an

made more ambitious with time.
be easily and safely reused, recycled, or composted

by 2025;

STRATEGIC ALLIANCE PRSE AND PLASTIC RECYCLING CONFERENCE

Plastics Recycling Show Europe signed a partnership with the Plastics Recycling Conference (US) connecting
two of the largest events in plastics recycling in Europe and the US. The alliance brings together four key
stakeholders: Resource Recycling Inc., The Association of Plastic Recyclers, Crain Communications Inc.
and Plastics Recyclers Europe. This strategic alliance will benefit both exhibitors and visitors and at the

same time increase the global importance of the events, promoting plastics recycling.

NEWSLETTER FOR ADVERTISING: PARLIAMENT MAGAZINE &
MEMBERS EURACTIV
PRE newsletter was circulated Throughout 2018, PRE organized several online advertising

among the members on a campaigns with The Parliament Magazine and EURACTIV. Design

quarterly basis throughout 2018. for recycling and the aspects of increased collection were addressed
The newsletter keeps members in two opinion pieces published with The Parliament Magazine. On
abreastofthelatest developments the other hand, a 6-month campaign with EURACTIV focused on
in advocacy related to plastics the topic of Plastics Strategy and plastics recycling. Within this
recycling, projects, events and campaign, a dedicated policy topic, Plastics strategy, was launched
other activities that PRE is with PRE as a supporter, where more than 20 articles have been
involved in. published. With these campaigns PRE aimed to support its advocacy

actions and raise overall awareness on various plastics recycling

matters among consumers and more importantly legislators.
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https://www.euractiv.com/sections/plastics-strategy/
https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/partner_article/vinylplus/increased-plastic-waste-collection-cornerstone-higher-recycling
https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/partner_article/plastics-recycling-europe/making-plastics-packaging-circular

PRESS RELEASES OVERVIEW e

More information: Emilia.Tarlowska@plasticsrecyclers.eu
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ONFERENCES o

PLASTICS RECYCLING

SHOW EUROPE

24 & 25 April 2018 | Amsterdam, The

Netherlands

Second edition of the Plastics Recycling Plastics Recycling Show

000,
Management and Infrastructure, jalonn B ns@ms Eorore r

Show Europe gathered close to 3,000

INTERNAL

participants, including more than 110
exhibitors. State Secretary for Waste
* **
Stientje Van Veldhoven officially opened iy
the two-day conference, while speakers
included Cyrill Gutsch, Parley for the
Oceans, Carlo Pettinelli European
Commission and Immo Sander, Werner
& Mertz, among others. Recycled
Feature Area, displaying the Plastics

-

PRSE. Opening

Recycling Awards Europe finalists was a

new addition to the show.

WORKING GROUPS MEETINGS
26 June 2018 | Linz, Austria

These internal PRE meetings focus on the activities of PRE’s working groups. More than 80
members and invited guests attended the meetings in June. They were organized along with the

EREMA Discovery Days.
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PLASTICS RECYCLING SHOWCASE: HOW MUCH DO YOU REALLY KNOW

ABOUT PLASTICS RECYCLING?
5 September 2018 | Brussels, Belgium

In September this year PRE organised at the European Parliament a recycling showcase a of six different

plastic waste streams: PET drinking bottles, PET trays, HDPE cleaning product bottles, LDPE films, PVC

window frames and Electrical & Electonic equipment. With this showcase, PRE aimed to raise awareness

and familiarize legislators on how the materials are actually recycled, as well as what can hamper

the recyclability of these products. In addition to the display, a series of factsheets were produced,

ANNUAL MEETING
11 & 12 October 2018 | Cascais, Portugal

Over 170 participants gathered at this
year’s Plastics Recyclers Annual Meeting
in Cascais, Portugal. First day featured the
internal PRE Working Group meetings,
while the second day focused on the topic
of increased collection, as the cornerstone
for achieving the higher recycling rates.
Kestutis Sadauskas, Director Circular
Economy and Green Growth from European
Commission and José Inacio Faria, Member
of European Parliament gave the keynote

speeches at the conference.

_—

g
PRE Annual}eefing 2018 - Cascais, PT
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PETCORE EUROPE CONFERENCE 2018: STRATEGY FOR PET IN THE
CIRCULAR ECONOMY
7-8 February 2018 | Brussels, Belgium

PLASTICS RECYCLING CONFERENCE
20 - 22 February 2018 | Nashville, US

3rd EUROPEAN FOOD & BEVERAGE PLASTIC PACKAGING SUMMIT
14 - 15 March 2018 | Rotterdam, The Netherlands

11th EUROPEAN THERMOFORMING CONFERENCE
14 - 16 March 2018 | Rome, ltaly

POLYSTYRENELOOP OPEN GENERAL ASSEMBLY
23 May 2018 | Brussels, Belgium

EREMA DISCOVERY DAYS 2018
27 - 29 June 2018 | Linz, Austria
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RECOUP PLASTICS RECYCLING CONFERENCE 2018
27 September 2018 | Peterborough, UK

EIB INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON THE CIRCULAR ECONOMY
25 October 2018 | Copenhagen, Denmark

TAIEX WORKSHOP ON SUSTAINABILITY TRANSITION: THE ROLE OF
CIRCULAR ECONOMY (EU DIALOGUE)
16 November 2018 | Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt

THE EUROPEAN PLASTICS INDUSTRIES TOWARDS CIRCULARITY

DESIGN FOR SUSTAINABILITY 2018
11 December 2018 | Brussels, Belgium

BROCHURE 2018 PLASTICS RECYCLERS EUROPE




SOCIAL MEDIA o

@RECYCLERSEU

On Twitter since 2012, over 2.100 followers.

PlasticsRecyclers EU
@RecycersEU

=

Planning your holidays? Or on holidays
already? You don’t want to see this on your
beach right? Dispose off your #waste
correctly and sort it. We can #recycle it! Make
the difference. Your action is needed too.
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€:23 AM - 21 Jul 2018
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@PLASTICSRECYCLERSEUROPE

On Facebook since 2017, over 180 followers.

Inbox  Notiicatons @ Insights  Publishing To.. Adcentre  More + Settngs  Help +

PLASTICS RE\@LERS EUROPE

Plastics Recyclers Making Plastics Circular
Europe
@PlastcsRecyclersEurop
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PLASTICS RECYCLERS EUROPE
On LinkedIn since 2012, over 2.100 followers.

Making Plastics Circular

PLASTICS RECYCLERS EUROPE
On Youtube since 2015, over 11.600 views with

9 videos.

Making Plastics Circular

ecyclers Europe




WELCOME TO THE NEW MEMBERS o

RECYCLERS

@;eco |
modus ¢»impact recycling

PolyStyreneloop o
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APRIL 2019

PLASTICS RECYCLING SHOW EUROPE
RAI Amsterdam, The Netherlands

APRIL 10 Exhibition featuring a conference organized by PRE
open to public

APRIL 11 Exhibition featuring a conference organized by PRE
Announcement of Plastics Recycling Awards Europe winners

open to public

JUNE 2019

PLASTICS RECYCLERS EUROPE WORKING GROUPS MEETINGS
Prague, Czech Republic

JUNE 27 PRE Working Group Meetings

internal meetings

JUNE 28 PRE Management Committee Meeting

internal meeting

NOVEMBER 2019
PLASTICS RECYCLERS ANNUAL MEETING

Brussels, Belgium

NOVEMBER 21 PRE Working Groups Meetings

internal meetings

NOVEMBER 22 Conference

open to public
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Making plastics circular

Avenue de Cortenbergh 71 -1000 Brussels, Belgium
Tel: +32 2742 96 82 - Fax: +32 2 732 42 18

info@plasticsrecyclers.eu - www.plasticsrecyclers.eu
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